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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 13, 2020 
 

 

COVID-19 

Ohio again shattered the state’s pandemic record, reporting more than 8,000 new 

coronavirus cases on Friday.  Think about this.  That is more people than the entire 

population of the City of Independence.  

As a community and citizens, we have gone through one of the most challenging and 

heartbreaking periods in history.  We’ve experienced tremendous change, personal and 

economic hardships, and in some cases, the tragic loss of a loved one.   

Health experts say the alarming increases in new cases around the country are primarily 

linked to small social gatherings.  These include cookouts, dinner parties, carpools, game 

nights, sleepovers, and other private events where people did not feel the need to wear a 

mask.   

Governor Mike DeWine is considering stricter mask mandates and other restrictions to try 

and slow the surge. It seems inevitable in a week where Ohio reported more than 15,000 

new cases in just two days.    

 

I want to assure everyone that the City continues to monitor the situation and work with 

county and state officials to comply with all the evolving health regulations and protocols.  

 

Smart Cameras  

City Council moved quickly this week to approve funding 

for the Police Department’s plan to blanket the Rockside 

Road and Granger Road areas with more than 30 

surveillance cameras.   

 

These are not speed cameras.  The sophisticated, 

technology and software allow dispatchers to identify 

vehicles based on make, model, color, year, or license number with high-resolution precision 

and incredible speed.   The investment will help protect our residents, businesses, and 

visitors.  
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Improving RTA Route #77 Brecksville Service 

 

NEXT GEN RTA has been holding Community Engagement 

Sessions live on Facebook to discuss ways they can improve the 

connections between Cleveland neighborhoods, shorten 

commuter wait times, and improve service.  

 

On Monday, November 16, proposed changes to the 77: 

Brecksville route will be discussed during a Facebook LIVE 

session starting at 6 PM.    

 

Among the proposed changes are extending the route from Downtown Cleveland to Miller 

Road & Katherine Boulevard in Brecksville to serve the new Sherwin Williams facility and 

direct stops at Cleveland State University and Cuyahoga Community College Metro Campus.   

Find out more on the RideRTA Facebook page.  

 

 

 

Please, Recycle Election Signs 

The City is working with the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District to recycle election yard signs.    Because signs are 
made from corrugated cardboard, coated plastic and metal 
stands, recycling is a more environmentally friendly route 
than sending the material into a landfill.  

Residents can drop-off signs at the Civic Center outside the 
main doors.  The City will deliver the signs to the CCSWD 
before Thanksgiving.  

It’s also a good time to remind everyone that the City’s new sign ordinance goes into effect 
Tuesday, December 1.  

 

 
 
Independence Honors Maple Shade Veterans 

National Wreaths-Across-America Day is Saturday, December 19, 

2020. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we cannot have a public 

ceremony to place wreaths at Maple Shade Cemetery.   However, the 

City is again offering “Holiday Wreath” sponsorships to honor our 

veterans.  

Each wreath is $15 and the new deadline to place an order is 

Wednesday, November 25.  All wreaths will be placed at the 

gravesites by December 19.   You can find more information and 

download an order form on the website.  

 

http://www.riderta.com/nextgen?fbclid=IwAR1u628BZHeOunIhhw9DNBkXDGSsyvGN0eKK31WEg1TpXDR7PK1YSPf0zl0
https://www.facebook.com/riderta
https://www.independenceohio.org/news_detail_T49_R107.php


Help Neighbors in Need  

The holidays are a special time when most people look forward to sharing a delicious meal 

with family and friends.  Due to the coronavirus, that will not be a safe “option” for many of 

us.   For others, having enough food on the table is a daily struggle.   

The Independence Fire Department will be holding its fifth annual  “Stuff the Ambulance” 

food drive next Saturday, November 21,  from noon to 4 PM in the Discount Drug Mart 

parking lot.   Non-perishable food can also be dropped off at the Independence Fire Station 

starting today until next Saturday, November 21.  All the food collected will go to the South 

Hills Lend-A-Hand program that serves residents in Independence, Seven Hills, and 

Broadview Heights. 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Tree Lighting & Parade of Lights 

As I wrote at the top of my report, the City is in constant 

contact with local and state health officials regarding the 

pandemic.  

We are simultaneously planning for this year’s Holiday 

Tree Lighting and Parade of Lights on Saturday, December 

5, with equal parts optimism and caution.  

We all could use a festive, sparkling celebration. Still, it 

must be done in the safest way possible to protect our staff and residents.   

I will keep everyone posted as we finalize our plans.  

 

 



Honoring Our Veterans 

First Lady Lyn and I were pleased and proud to see so many local veterans at the 
drive-thru Veterans Day lunch on Thursday, November 12.   This year 66 veterans 
were honored for their sacrifice and service.    

Once again, Vodrazka Funeral Home generously provided lunch for the veterans 
and PPE kits.  The City included a gift card and no-touch tool, and resident Toni 
Muntean provided pens for everyone.   

 

 

If you know someone who would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, please ask them to 

send their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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